THE   KRISHNA   IDOL  OF  PENUKONDA

The kingdom of Vijayanagar, which bent its
head low on defeat in the battle of Talikota, tried
to lift it again a little in Penukonda. Neither the
splendour of the old capital nor the heroism of
her earlier kings could be seen in the new capital.
The pride of Penukonda was that, like a shop
which once sold flowers saving itself from closing,
by starting to sell grass, it saved the name of
Vijayanagar and prevented the world from saying
that the kingdom was wiped out. Though the
great days of Vijayanagar could not be revived,
yet the people's love of their kingdom, enthusiasm
in religion and pride in culture did appear even
here, in the close co-operation of the population
with the administration, in fair-sized temples
newly built, in literary work newly produced and
fresh activity in the other arts.

But to the great misfortune of the State a
change of rulers occurred thrice in fifteen years.
Sadasiva Raya, a puppet king even prior to the
battle of Talikota, survived that defeat some five
years. Thirumala Raya, brother's son to Rama
Raya who was the virtual ruler at the time of the
battle of Talikota, succeeded Sadasiva. He ruled
for three years and died, Sriranga Raya succeeded